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The Israeli /\5\1'0\\0[\1it‘;\\ Association (1AA) organized collaborate 1.5

observations of the Leonid showers in lIsrael during the last two

years. A large pumber of amateur astronomers purl'\cipancd in these 1.0

events. They pcrfm‘mcd visual, phumgruphic and video-assisted
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observations. The main purpose of this paper is to analyze the visual 0.5
observations. Y
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The observations of the Leonid outburst in Nov. 1998 were carried
out by two groups of observers. The first £roup was located in the
Ashdod area (31°49' N, 34 39' E), 35 km south from Tel-Aviv, the
other in Mitzpe Ramon (in the center of the NegeV desert; 30 35' N,
34°45' E ). The observers in Mitzpe Ramon. however, mainly carried
out p\mlogruphic work. The Ashdod group totaled 14.6 hours of
observational time On the night of maximum activity of the meteor
shower. counting [eonids. The 1998 Leonids shower was
characterized byhbrighl fireballs with long luminous trajectories with
persistent trains of up t0 10 min duration.
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